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the Secretary of State. With the single exception
of a reduction of 1,000,0002. in the outlay on public
works, it appears that no serious attempt is to be
made to effect retrenchment in any other branch of
expenditure. Enormous as have been the military
charges during the last few years, there is only too
much reason to fear that these charges are more likely
to increase than to diminish. The Afghan war is
estimated to cost 2,600,000/., and I believe those
military and financial authorities, on whose judgment
most reliance is to be placed, unanimously agree that
this is far too low an estimate of cost. Moreover, it
is to be remembered that when this estimate was
made it was assumed that the war was virtually
concluded, and that our occupation of territory
would be confined within, comparatively speaking,
very narrow limits. The Prime Minister, speak-
ing in the House of Lords (13th of February,
1879), said: "Her Majesty's Government have
the satisfaction of feeling that the object of their
interference in Afghanistan has been completely
accomplished. . . . We have secured the object
for which the expedition was undertaken, and we
have obtained that frontier which we hope and be-
lieve will render our Empire invulnerable." There
seems little chance that this confident expectation
ill be realised. As long as active operations have